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. GENERAL

‘Reason(s) why the Commission 'Policy is needed:

Capacity of the present system is Iimited — the possibility exists that more supply
may be requested, than can be provided. _

Capital improvement projects may be required to service some areas where
present infrastructure is non-existent or at capacity. -

Development in some areas may be less desirable than in other areas.

The issue(s) being addressed:

Al

Minimum size of proposed subdivision the Utilities Commission may wantto -
directly approve of disapprove. : '

Criteria for determining what (if any) capital improvemenf projects are justified

La

when made necessary by the proposed iew development.

Definitions necessary to the understanding of the_CommiSSion Policy:

Letter of Availability — A formal business letter issued by the Utilities Department
stating that the City will make water and/or sanitary sewer services available to a’
specific development. The letter stipulates a period of validity, during which
construction must be started and completed. Certain public infrastructure
improvements may be required at the owner/deveioper’s cost. These

- improvements are not necessarily specified, as the owner/developer’s distribution

system requires only apnroVaI by the Utility Department — the City does not

. provide the design. The Letter of Availability does not provide for water or
- wastewater lines to, or connections at the owner/developer’s property line.

A specific policy statement which guides decisions and actions at the Commission
level and provides direction to the day-to-day management of the Utilities

Department:

A

See text following geﬁeral outline.



5. Formal citations of authority for the Commission Policy, if applicable:

A. Existing- Commission Policy 201 entitled “Initiation, Maintenance, and
Administration of City of Rio Rancho Utilities Commission Policy and
Management Directives” :

TEXT

All proposed development within the City of Rio Rancho shall require a Water and
Wastewater Availability Statement Approved by the Utilities Commission and issued by -
‘the City's Department of Utilities. This Availability Statement requirement shall also
apply to any new subdivision plats, replats or site plans submitted to the City for
approval. The Availability Statement shall be issued only after the development's water
and wastewater infrastructure needs have been thoroughly identified by the developer.

S peCiﬁcéﬂy, the Availability Statement shall be based on both water and-wastewater
infrastructure needs. Water infrastructure needs shall include water line extensions that
must be constructed to either meet required fire flows or to. be in accordance with the
City's Water Master Plan. The sewer infrastructure needs as addressed in the Availability
Statement shall include line capacity as well as the actual treatment capacity available at

_ the respective wastewater treatment plant that will receive the proposed development

flows. The wastewater infrastructure for the proposed deve’l_opment' shall also meet the
needs identified in the City's Wastewater Master Plan. In addition, any time constraints
for development plans, or requirement for annexation to receive services, shaill be . ==~
identified in the Statement. The Availability Statement shall expire in one year if
construction has not started. Construction shall be completed within three years, unless
development build-out time is approved for a longer period, as stipulated in the
Availability Statement. A longer buildout time shall reqm.re a prescribed minimum

number of units to be completed yearly.

The Utilities Departmeﬂt staff is anthorized to issue Avaﬂamhty Statements for
subdivisions with 24 or fewer lots. .

AVAILABILITY STATEMENT REQUESTS

A request for an Availability Staternent should be made as early as possible in the
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include the rec—luu'ed water and sewer infrastructure in the project plans. Requests for
Availability Statements shall include the following information: '

1. The precise location of the proposed develoPment consisting of location map and
legal description of the property. ;

2'. The type of development proposed, such as single family residential, shopping center,
office, etc.,with a proposed schedule of development or phasing, if applicable. A

sketch plat shall also be submitted.

3. The scope and size of the project by phase, e.g. the number of units in a residential






